
Year 1 

Reading and Writing

Workshop

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlWiI4xVXKY&list=RDQMr67fxQ8IhHE&start_radio=1


Reading in Year 1

There are 3 main focuses to Reading…

Phonics Fluency Comprehension



Our New Phonics Scheme

1. What is Little Wandle?

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised is a systematic phonics programme used in our 

school to help children learn to read and spell. It gives teachers a clear, structured way to 

teach the sounds (phonemes) and letters (graphemes) of English, step by step.

2. Why do we use it?

It’s based on strong research about how children learn to read. It ensures every child:

• Learns new sounds in a logical order.

• Practises blending those sounds to read words.

• Builds confidence and fluency.

• Is given extra support if they find reading tricky.



Vocabulary

Phonics videos – help your child learn to read - Oxford Owl

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/phonics-videos/#animation
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/phonics-videos/#animation
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/phonics-videos/#animation
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/phonics-videos/#animation
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/phonics-videos/#animation


Apply what 
they’ve learned 
by reading or 
writing words 
and sentences.

Practise 
blending sounds 

to read and 
segmenting to 

spell.

Learn a 
new sound 
or spelling 
pattern.

Review sounds 
they already 

know.

4-part lesson:Teaching 
Phonics

What does a phonics 
lesson look like?
Every day, children take 
part in a short, fast-
paced lesson where they:



Teaching 
Phonics



Phases taught in Reception



Year 1 



Useful link…

For parents | Letters and Sounds

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Phonics Screening Check

•On the week commencing 8th June 2026, Year 1 children across 
England will be taking the phonics Screening Check.

•The check is administered on a one-to-one basis by a member of 
staff who is trained in phonics and known to the pupil. 

•It is designed to give teachers and parents information on how 
your child is progressing in Phonics.

•The check consists of 20 real words and 20 nonsense words 
containing all of the Phonics’ sounds and takes approximately 5 – 
10 minutes to complete. 

•We will be completing a practice check at the end of each half 
term. This allows us to identify the gaps in the child’s learning.



Reading Nonsense words

• We encourage segmenting the word- sight guessing often leads 
to it being mistaken for a real word or mispronunciation.

stenk

qu oa ng

shrak

Whilst building 
confidence in 
spotting digraphs 
we teach the 
children to dot and 
dash words to 
support blending 
them together. 



Past Screening Papers

• National curriculum assessments: 
past test materials - GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials


Supporting at home

• Try to read 4 times a week- little, but 
often can make all the difference.

• Practise reading real and nonsense 
words, identifying the graphemes. 

• Read aloud to them — model how 
enjoyable reading can be.

• Use the pronunciation videos and 
guidance on the Little Wandle website 
if you’re unsure of how a sound is said.



Writing in Year 1

There are 3 main focuses to Writing…

HandwritingSpelling Sentences



Common exception words

These are our Year 1 
words which we will 
work on reading and 
writing. We call these 
tricky words.

We teach them 
recognising word 
patterns:
No/ go/ so

As well as writing 
practise and 
mnemonics. 



Repetition is one of 
the best ways to 
train our brains to 
remember tricky or 
unusual spellings.



Handwriting



Making Bodies Stronger Pencil Pick up Song and 
Checks

Home | Kinetic Letters

Stone 
lion

Lizard

Bear

Meerkat

Penguin

1. You get your Holding 
Fingers ready

And pick your pencil up
2. Tip it back
To lay across your hand
3. You put your Pillow Finger 
under
To keep poor Curly safe
4. That’s the 3 Friends Hold

https://lms.kineticletters.com/


The 6 Letter families   

Down bump

Up

Flick

Slide 

Push

Pull

All 26 letters are 
formed using these 6 

movements.



Can you support at home?



Think it Say it Write it Read it

The Writing process

We encourage the children to recall tricky 
word spellings and use sound mats to help 
locate phonemes when segmenting. 



Our successful sentence checklist:

Capital 
letters

Full 
stops

Hand-
writing 

Spelling
Conjunctions

- link 
sentences 
together

(and)

Adjectives- 
describing 

words

When their sentences are finished, we support the children to check their writing. We 
encourage this more independently in the Summer term.



Examples of end of 
Year 1 piece of writing:Capital letters 

to start 
sentences and 
names.

Full stops to 
mark the end 
of sentences 
and clear 
finger spaces.

Year 1 
spellings- 
my
and 
love
me
and
are

Writing is 
easily read, 
some 
consistency 
in letter 
sizes and 
correct 
formation.

Unfamiliar 
words have 
been spelt 
using their 
phonic 
knowledge. 



Starting to use conjunctions to 
join information.

Using Phase 3 and 5 graphemes

Tricky 
word 
spellings:
live
with
my
Plays
and

Clear 
handwriting 
communicates 
meaning

Sentences 
are started 
in different 
ways.



Useful Links

Pronunciations: For parents | Letters and Sounds

Phonics Screening: Phonics screening check 2024: information for parents (text only 
version) - GOV.UK
Past Papers: National curriculum assessments: past test materials - GOV.UK

Trouble knowing what to read next? Take a look at…
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/

Games
ictgames || html5 English Games Page
PhonicsPlay
Year 1 English Worksheets | Printable English Worksheets For Year 1
Phonics Games for the Classroom and Home - Phonics Bloom
Apps: 
Teach Your Monster: Free Phonics, Reading and Mathematics Games   Sometimes on offer
Phonics Games for School and Home | ReadwithPhonics.com 

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-information-for-parents/phonics-screening-check-2024-information-for-parents-text-only-version
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https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
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https://ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html
https://ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.edplace.com/category/english/keystage1/year1/topic/
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.teachyourmonster.org/
https://readwithphonics.com/
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