
Year 2 

Reading and Writing

Workshop

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlWiI4xVXKY&list=RDQMr67fxQ8IhHE&start_radio=1


How we teach Reading in Year 2

Daily 
Phonics

Book- Based 
Planning

Guided 
Reading

Lovely 
Reading 
Areas

1:1 Reading with our 
reading volunteers

Cross-curricular opportunities as much as possible!

Daily story 
time



Reading in Year 2

There are 3 main focuses to Reading…

Phonics 
and 

Word 
Reading

Fluency 
and 

Spoken 
Language

Comprehension



Our New Phonics Scheme

1. What is Little Wandle?

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised is a systematic phonics programme used in our 

school to help children learn to read and spell. It gives teachers a clear, structured way to 

teach the sounds (phonemes) and letters (graphemes) of English, step by step.

2. Why do we use it?

It’s based on strong research about how children learn to read. It ensures every child:

• Learns new sounds in a logical order.

• Practises blending those sounds to read words.

• Builds confidence and fluency.

• Is given extra support if they find reading tricky.



Vocabulary

GPC Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence. Knowing a GPC means being able 
to match a phoneme to a grapheme and vice versa.

Chunking Breaking up longer words into chunks for reading and spelling. Help-ing



Apply what 
they’ve learned 
by reading or 
writing words 
and sentences.

Practise 
blending sounds 

to read and 
segmenting to 

spell.

Learn a 
new sound 
or spelling 
pattern.

Review sounds 
and words 

already taught.

4-part lesson:Teaching 
Phonics

What does a phonics 
lesson look like?
Every day, children take 
part in a short, fast-
paced lesson where they:



Teaching 
Phonics



Phases taught in Reception



Year 1 and 2



Useful link…

For parents | Letters and Sounds

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Reading with Little Wandle

Each week, children take part in Little Wandle reading sessions 
using a book carefully matched to their phonics level:

Reading the same book across the week helps build confidence, 
fluency, and enjoyment. 

Decoding: Children 
practise 
recognising sounds 
and blending them 
to read words 
accurately.

Comprehension: 
Children talk about 
the story, answer 
questions, and 
develop deeper 
understanding.

Prosody: They learn 
to read with 
expression, paying 
attention to 
punctuation and 
meaning.



Example of Band 6 book- start of 
Year 2 expectation



Example of Band 10 book- 
end of Year 2 expectation



Supporting at home

• Read at least 4 times a week- little, but 
often can make all the difference.

• Support children’s understanding through 
completing comprehension tasks or using the 
reading at home help sheet.

• Keep reading stories at home- this 
promotes reading for pleasure as well as 
exposing your child to different types of 
texts and vocabulary without the pressure 
of having to read them. 



Writing in Year 2

There are 3 main focuses to Writing…

HandwritingSpelling Sentences





This means how many beats 
there are in a word (similar 
to segmenting but in 
chunks). 

Spelling one beat at a time 
helps to make sure you’re 
not missing sounds out. 

Chunking Syllables for 
Spellings

spot 1

chimpanzee

sunshine 2

3



Common exception words

These are our Year 2 
words which we will 
work on reading and 
writing. We call these 
tricky words.

We teach them 
recognising word 
patterns:
Mind/kind/behind

As well as writing 
practise and 
mnemonics. 



Repetition is one of 
the best ways to 
train our brains to 
remember tricky or 
unusual spellings.



Mnemonics

• A rhyme or saying where the initial 
sound of each word relates to the 
spelling of the word.

they

ten hairy elephants yawning







Making Bodies Stronger Pencil Pick up Song and 
Checks

Home | Kinetic Letters

Stone 
lion

Lizard

Bear

Meerkat

Penguin

1. You get your Holding 
Fingers ready

And pick your pencil up
2. Tip it back
To lay across your hand
3. You put your Pillow Finger 
under
To keep poor Curly safe
4. That’s the 3 Friends Hold

https://lms.kineticletters.com/


The 6 Letter families   

Down bump

Up

Flick

Slide 

Push

Pull

All 26 letters are 
formed using these 6 

movements.



Ready to Join- Summer term



Can you support at home?



Sentence Writing



Think it Say it Write it Read it

The Writing process
Writing is part of many subjects across the 
curriculum. Whatever the subject we 
encourage the children to follow the process 
below to track their ideas. 

We encourage the children to recall tricky 
word spellings and use sound mats to help 
locate phonemes when segmenting. 

If they 
can’t say… 
they can’t 
write it



Our successful sentence checklist:

Capital 
letters

Full 
stops

Hand-
writing 

Spelling

Conjunctions- link 
sentences together
using when, if, that, 
or because and co-

ordination- using or, 
and, or but

Adjectives- 
describing 

words

When their sentences are finished, we support the children to check their writing. We 
encourage this more independently in the Summer term.



Examples of end of 
Year 2 piece of writing:Capital 

letters 
for starts 
of 
sentences 
and names

Accurate 
use of full 
stops

Variety of 
sentence 
starters-
My 
favourite...
Did you 
know…

Tricky words 
mostly spelt 
correctly or 
plausible.

Contractions
- it’s, I’m

Reviews 
and 
corrects 
spellings

Makes sense and suits the task



Supporting at Home

❖ Practise weekly words

❖ Support Kinetic letter 3 friend hold 
and formation when writing

❖ Encourage writing for a purpose- 
postcards, shopping lists, Christmas 
list, stories, songs- some of them 
could even help you apply for a Blue 
Peter badge! 



Trouble knowing what to read next? Take a look at…
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/

Games
SpellingPlay Spelling rule games
ictgames || html5 English Games Page Games to support spelling using Phonics phases -3-5 as well as 
Tricky words

Free ebooks
Free eBook library | Oxford Owl from Oxford University Press

Apps: 
Teach Your Monster: Free Phonics, Reading and Mathematics Games   Sometimes on offer
Phonics Games for School and Home | ReadwithPhonics.com 

Writing and Reading motivation- Blue Peter Badge
How to get the original Blue Peter badge – CBBC
Book badge | Blue Peter - CBBC

Useful Links

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
https://www.spellingplay.co.uk/interactive-resources
https://ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html
https://ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/?view=image&query=&type=book&age_group=Age+6-7&level=&level_select=&book_type=&series=
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/?view=image&query=&type=book&age_group=Age+6-7&level=&level_select=&book_type=&series=
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/?view=image&query=&type=book&age_group=Age+6-7&level=&level_select=&book_type=&series=
https://www.teachyourmonster.org/
https://readwithphonics.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/blue-peter-apply-for-a-blue-badge
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/blue-peter-apply-for-a-blue-badge
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/blue-peter-apply-for-a-blue-badge
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/blue-peter-apply-for-a-book-badge
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/blue-peter-apply-for-a-book-badge
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/blue-peter-apply-for-a-book-badge
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